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The goal of the conference is to bring together experts and policy makers, along 
with business and media representatives to exchange views, discuss the future of 
the region, and debate the role of regional states, international organizations and 
global powers in ensuring stability and development throughout the region.

At a time when the world faces new challenges to stability arising from the war 
in Iraq, the possible future of Southeast Europe has taken on a new urgency.  As a 
region struggling with ethnic and religious divides, terrorism, and organized 
crime, it badly needs strategies to avoid repetition of past bloodshed and 
economic development to help stability.  Strategies successful in Southeast 
Europe could potentially be implemented elsewhere in the world, in areas facing 
similar types of threats.  With this in mind, the conference will attempt to address 
the wider implications of policies in Southeast Europe, and their utility in 
managing other global conflicts.
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